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kitchen and kitchen arrangements made for the big feasts have astonished the visitors from the East Coast.
The Durbar.
One of the welcome features of the Birthday Celebrations introduced by His Highness Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal is a Durbar, symbolic of old world pageantry and pomp of Eastern potentates now being forgotten. His Highness decided to have this important innovation from 1935 so as to strike the imagination of his people. Such functions do a world of good in a variety of ways. No ruling potentate can do without such ceremonial functions. They form the essence of Royal power, dignity and prestige, and, for the ordinary masses, the}/ afford an excellent opportunity to visualise their Sovereign in his proper position in the mental eye of the people and invest the very idea of Rulership with a sanctity ail its own. 1 remember in this connection something of an admirable lecture delivered at Trivandrum by His Holiness the late Sringeri Swamigal Narasimha Bharati who did us the great honour of a visit to Travancore in 1909 and sanctified the State by his spirituality and the magic of his religious gift. One of the topics His Highness iook up for an evening discourse was pomp and secular show so necessary even for an ascetic and clearly explained the reasons which animated the great Vidyaranya Swami to don the earthly pomp and parade the great display of material existence and thus catch the imagination of the populace in the propaganda of his work* If it was the case with an avowedly spiritual leader who had shunned the material world, the more so with one exercising kingly power for the benefit of his subject population. George Eliot, the philosopher novelist, when earnestly pleading for the display of kingly power and pomp says that without these emblems " the vulgar world be conscious of nothing beyond their own petty wants and never rise to the